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Moving towards a language arts program extended across the curriculum
Abstract
A literature-based program;integrates oral and written language activity with other areas of the
curriculum. Therefore, the curriculum is centered around real ideas, relevant issues, and problem solving.
As a result; children have opportunities to experiment with language that can lead to higher levels of
competencies (Goodman, 1986; Smith, 1994).
As teachers plan units in social studies and the sciences, they make note of relevant language activities.
These activities can be teacher-directed or presented in learning centers (Harms & Lettow, 1992).
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Literature-based programs are based on the nature of
language and how children learn it. Language is learned easily
when it is whole and relevant and is closely related to both the
personal and the social aspects of children's lives. Language is
learned while humans are engaged in the language processes.
Language empowers people and helps them to make sense of the
world (Goodman, 1986).
A literature base can support children's involvement in the
processes of language by providing whole units of meaning.
Quality literature pieces can offer models of language and
content that children can use while engaged in the comprehension
and composition processes (Routman, 1991). Literature-based
programs can allow children ownership of their own experiences by
providing options for involvement in the language processes
(Harms & Lettow, 1992).
By integrating the language arts with the areas of the
curriculum, children can truly experience the real functions of
language. The processes of reading and writing are closely
related (Routman, 1991). One process can lead naturally into the
other. For example, while reading, children can discover a story
of their own and move into a writing experience or a model of
language that can facilitate their composition. Also, reading and
writing processes have many common tasks. For instance, to
comprehend an author's message and to send clear ideas to an
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audience, it is important to sort out the main ideas and
supporting details.
Since the focus is on whole units of language and
meaningful experiences through involvement in the language
processes, language tasks are not fragmented and taught in
isolation in a drill-like fashion. Rather they are taught in the
form of mini-lessons within the context of actual reading and
writing experiences as the need arises (Strickland, 1995).
The literature-based classroom is organized to encourage
interaction with peers and the teacher. Flexible grouping can
facilitate individual and pair/small-group activity as well as
large group gatherings that can promote a community spirit within
the classroom (Cambourne, 1988).
In programs that focus on children's involvement in the
language processes, assessment involves gathering information
relevant to the learners' performances and describing these
responses through qualitative.methods (e.g., logs, running
records, and portfolios). A major goal of this type of assessment
is to closely connect instruction and assessment. Children, with
the support of their teacher set goals, engage in the language
processes and then reflect on their progress and instructional
needs (Strickland, 1995).

3

Implementing a Literature-Based Program into the Classroom
A literature-based program;integrates oral and written
language activity with other areas of the curriculum. Therefore,
the curriculum is centered around real ideas, relevant issues,
and problem solving. As a result; children have opportunities to
experiment with language that can lead to higher levels of
competencies (Goodman, 1986; Smith, 1994).
As teachers plan units in social studies and the sciences,
they make note of relevant language activities. These activities
can be teacher-directed or presented in learning centers (Harms &
Lettow, 1992).
Teachers develop units around themes for a large part of
their curriculum. They pay particular attention to authentic and
relevant activities for students (Goodman, 1986). Learning
centers are commonplace and contribute to a print rich
environment and to expanded learning experiences (Harms & Lettow,
1992).

Extended Literature-Based Language Arts
for a Unit on Iowa History
This instructional project has extended the literature base
of a social studies unit for grade six. As a result of this
search, many language activities have been incorporated into the
unit. These literature-based activities have been planned for
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middle class students from small, rural Iowa,communities. They
range greatly in ability, but all have an eagerness to learn.
The social studies curriculum for grade six in the writer's
school is centered on four main topics: Iowa H)story, Canada,
Mexico, and Latin America. Roughly nine weeks is spent on each of
these areas. The writer has engaged in instructional development
to extend the literature base of the Iowa History unit and to
integrate more language activity into the unit. In developing the
literature base, works representing several genres are included:
historical fiction (full-length fiction and picture books),
biographies, folk literature, poetry, and information. Many
language activities are developed from these literature works.
The qualitative'assessment of the unit is ongoing. Students can
keep journals, conference with the teacher, and compile
portfolios.
Included in the unit are teacher-directed activities and
also many independent activities within the learning centers.
These centers provide students with options for learning. The two
types of learning centers that are developed are sustaining
centers and those specific to the unit. Sustaining centers,
maintained throughout the school year, have much value as they
provide for a predictable and secure learning environment as well
as a print rich environment. Such centers can provide a great
deal of content from the different genres to support the specific
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unit. The specific centers are based on literature experiences
and related expressive activity. They are offered only during a
particular unit.
The contents of the sustaining centers are presented on
tables and bookcases. The centers specific to the unit are
offered through stand-up folders with three sides (two sections
10 x 16; middle section 20 x 16). The directions for the
literature-based activities are given in these folders. Before
the students select which center to work in, either sustaining or
specific to the unit, the teacher presents an overview of their
content. The centers are presented in the following pages.
Sustaining Centers
These centers primarily provide content for the unit. Ideas
gained from these centers can be the source of all kinds of
activity that are shared in workshop groups (assigned small
groups, teacher conferences, and large group sharing
sessions).
A. Reading/Listening Center
Several genres are offered in this center for the unit. To
provide for a range of reading levels, many works have
accompanying teacher-made cassette tapes. Thus, learning
experiences are offered for all students, no matter what
their reading level may be.
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1. Information
Andrews, C. (1979). Christmas in Iowa. Iowa City, IA:
Midwest.
Andrews, C. (1982). This is Iowa: A cavalcade of the
tall corn state. Iowa City, IA: Midwest.
Ayelsworth, T. G. (1987). Western Great Lakes: Illinois,
Iowa, Minnesota, and Wisconsin. Maryland: Chelsea.
Bial, R. (1991). Corn belt harvest. Boston: Houghton
Mifflin.
Blumberg, R. (1987). The incredible journey of Lewis
and Clark. New York: Lothrop.
Dilts, H. E. (1993). From Ackley to Zwingle: The origins
of fowa place names. Ames: Iowa State University.
The Goldfinch: Iowa history for young people. State
. Historical Society of Iowa. Quarterly. Iowa City, IA:
The Division.
Hargrove, J. (1986). The story of the Black Hawk War.
New York: Childrens.
Iowa General Assembly. (Biannual). The Iowa Official
Register. Des Moines: State of Iowa.
Kent, D. (1991). Iowa. New York: Childrens.
LaDoux, R. C. (1992). Iowa. Minneapolis: Lerner.
Midwest Research Institute (1991). The Iowa guick-fact
book. Kansas: Capper.
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Thompson, K. (1986). Iowa. New Jersey: Raintree.
Thompson, W. (1989). Transportation in Iowa: A
historical summary. Ames, Iowa: Department of
Transportation.

Wenger, R. M. (1982). My dear grandchildren. North
Carolina: Dillon.
2. Periodicals
Iowa Conservationist. Des Moines: Iowa Department of
Natural Resources. Bimonthly.
The Iowan Magazine. Shenandoah, IA: Mid-America
Publishing Corporation. Quarterly.
The Palimpsest: Iowa's Popular History Magazine. Iowa
City; IA: State Historical Society. Quarterly during
the school year.
3. Fiction
Armstrong, J. (1995). Black-eyed Susan. Illus. Emily
Martindale. New York: Crown.
Bunting, E. (1995). Dandelions. Illus. Greg Shed. San
Diego: Harcourt~
Chang, H. (1988). Elaine, Mary Lewis, and the frogs.
New York: Crown.
Gates, D. (1940). Blue willow. New York: Viking.
Holl, K. (1989). Hidden in the fog. New York: Atheneum.
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Horvath, P. (1989). An occasional cow. Illus. Gioia
Fiammenghi. New York: Farrar.
Irwin, H. (1981). Moon and me. New York: McElderry.
Lawlor, L. (1992). Addie's long summer. Chicago:
Whitman.
Love, D. A; (1995). Dakota spring~ Illus. Ronald Himler.
New York: Holiday.
Lowry, L. (1985). Switcharound. Boston: Houghton
Mifflin.
Mills, C. (1983). The secret carousel. New York: Four
Winds.
Olsen, V. (1982). The growing season. New York:
Atheneum.
Olsen, V. (1987). View from the pighouse roof. New York:
· Atheneum.
Pryor, B. (1992). Lottie's dream. Illus. Mark Graham.
New York: Simon &,Schuster.
San Souci, R. (1995). Kate Shelley: Bound for legend.
Illus. Max Ginsburg. New York: Dial.
Talbert, M. (1992). The purple heart. New York: Harper
Collins.
Thomas, J. R. (1989). The princess in the pigpen. New
York: Clarion.
Walker, M.A. (1988). Brad's box. New York: Atheneum.
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Wetterer, M. K. (1990). Kate Shelley and the midnight
express. Illus·. Karen Ritz. Minneapolis: Carolrhoda.
B. Viewing/Listening· Center
For this center, a video of. the movie, The Music Man, text
and music created by Meredith Wilson, can be viewed. The
movie has many references to Iowa. Students can search for
biographical information on this Iowan, Meredith Wilson,
and can report on the influence Iowa had on his life to the
class.
C. Poetry Center
Images of rural life and seasons, a part of Iowa life, are
presented. These selections are part of the center.
Fleming. A: (1976). America is not all traffic lights:
Poems of the Midwest. Boston: Little.
Hearst, J. (1937). Country man: A volume of poetry.
Muscatine, Iowa: Prairie.
Hearst, J. (1979). Snake in the strawberries: Selected
poems. Ames: Iowa State University.
Johnston, T. (1996). Once in the country: Poems of a farm.
Illus. T. B. Allen. New York: Putnam.
Livingston, M. C. (1992). Circle of Seasons. New York:
Holiday.
Siebert, D. (1989). Heartland. Illus. Wendall Minor. New
York: Crowe 11.
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Worth, V. (1994). All the small poems and fourteen more.
Illus. Natalie Babbitt. ,New York: Farrar.
D. Author/Illustrator Center
Stephen Gammell is the author and illustrator selected for
this center. He was born in Des Moines. He is recognized as
one of the most prominent contemporary illustrators. Not
only will students be able to read the biographical
sketches on him, included in the center, but they can read
his children's books and examine the style and media used
in his fine illustrations.
1. Selected books written and illustrated.
Gammell, S. (1981). Once upon MacDonald's farm. New
York~ Four Winds.
Gammell, S. (1982). The story of Mr. and Mrs. Vinegar.
New York: Lothrop.
Gammell, S. (1981). Wake up, bear . . . it's Christmas!
New York: Lothrop.
2. Selected works illustrated.
Baker, 0. (1981). Where buffaloes begin. Illus. Stephen
Gammell. New York: Warne.
Birdseye, T. (1988). Airmail to the moon. Illus. Stephen
Gammell. New York: Holiday.
Lyon, G,. E. (1990). Come a tide. Illus. Stephen Gammell.
New York: Orchard.
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Rosenberg, L. (1993). Monster mama. Illus. Stephen
Gammell. N~w York: Philomel.
Rylant, C. (1985). The relatives came. Illus. Stephen
Gammell. New York: Bradbury.
E. Interesting Objects Center
Objects common to Iowa are displayed for student
examination,, such as a wild rose, the Iowa flag, a geode, a
picture of an oak tree, an eastern goldfinch, an Iowa road
map, travel brochures, a log cabin and sod home replicas,
small scale early machinery, early cooking utensils,
clothing, and toys and games, old storybooks, and replicas
of a covered wagon, steamboats, barge, and train.
F. Museum Center
In this center, prints of Grant Wood's paintings are
displayed. He is a famous Iowa painter. Ernest Goldstein's
book, Grantwood: American Gothic, can be included (Chicago:
Garrard, 1984). This book analyzes Wood's famous paintings
(shape, design, and color). Some biographical information
is included.
G. Game Center
Discover Iowa: educational historical game (1979). Sioux
City: Hesse. Students can make bulletin boards which
contain questions about little known facts about Iowa for
their peers to answer.
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Literature-Based Centers Specific to the Unit
The centers along with teacher-directed activities are a
part of the students' learning experience during the unit.
Some children will spend considerable time in a few centers
while others may engage in several. Some children may
select one activity in a center, if there are several, and
others may engage in all of the activities of a center.
A. Famous Iowans
Literature Experience
Listen to/read some of these books on famous Iowans.
Chapman, M. (1984). Iowans of impact. Waterloo, IA:
Enterprise.
Clinton, S. (1988). Herbert Hoover: Thirty-first
president of the United States. New York:
Childrens.
Collins, D.R. (1990). Pioneer plowmaker: A story
about John Deere. Illus. Steve Michaels.
Minneapolis: Carolrhoda.
Cone, M. (1971). The Ringling brothers. New York:
Crowell.
Cunningham, M. (1979). Black Hawk. North Carolina:
Dillon.
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Dolan, E. F. and Lyttle, R. B. (1978). Janet Guthrie:
First woman driver at Indianapolis. New York:
Doubleday.
Eckhouse, M. (1990). Bob Feller. Maryland: Chelsea.
Glendinning, R. and Glendinning, S. (1991). The
Ringling brothers. Illus. William Hutchinson.
Maryland: Chelsea.
Hanft, E.W. N. (1983). Remarkable Iowa women.
Muscatine: River Bend.
Hilton, S. (1987). The world of young Herbert Hoover.
Illus. Deborah Steins. New York: Walker.
Hughes, H. E. (1979). The man from Ida Grove. Texas:
Chosen.
Korson, G. (1970). John L. Lewis: Young militant
labor leader. Illus. Fred M. Irvin. New Jersey:
Bobbs-Merrill.
Smith, R. L. (1974). The legend of Dan Gable: "The
wrestler". Milwaukee, Wisconsin: Medalist.
Stocker, F. N. (1985). Billy Sunday: Baseball
preacher. Chicago: Moody.
Expressive Activity
1. Choose one of these famous Iowans to research
further, perhaps by tracing actual accounts of the
person through newspapers.
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2. A timeline can be created of a famous person's life
including the important events in his/her life.
3. Interview a person in your town who has played an

influential role in the community. You may want to
ask this person, with the consent of the teacher,
to be a guest speaker, or you may create a display
with photographs and information about the person.
B. Ghost Stories of Iowa
Literature Experience
Listen to/read these ghost stories.
Hein, R. D. and Hinsenbrock, V. L. (1996). Ghostly
tales of Iowa. Ames: Iowa State University.
Holl; K. D. (1987). The haunting of cabin 13. New
York: Atheneum.
Expressive Activity
Find a ghost story in your community to tell, or compose
your own ghost story b_ased on an event in the
community's history. Share your story through taping or
writing.
C. Pioneer Life in the Midwest

Literature Experience
Listen to/read some of these books on pioneer life.
Brenner, B. (1978). Wagon wheels. New York: Harper

&Row.
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Bunting, E. (1995). Dandelions. San Diego: Harcourt.
Freedman, R. (1983). Children of the wild west.
New York: Clarion.
Fritz, J. (1958). A cabin faced west. New York:
Coward-Mccann.
Harvey, B. (1986). My prairie year. New York:
Holiday.
Isaacs, A. (1994). Swamp angel. New York: Dutton.
Kellogg, S. (1988). Johnny Appleseed. New York:
Morrow.
Lawlor, L. (1986). Addie across the prairie.
Chicago: Whitman.
Levine, E. (1986). If you traveled west in a covered
wagon. New York: Scholastic.
Maclachlan, P. (1984). Sarah, plain and tall. New
York: Harper &Row.
Sollitt, K. (1985)., This rough new land. California:
Sunrise.
Sollitt, K. (1986). Our changing lives. California:
Sunrise.
Sollitt, K. (1987). These years of promise.
California: Sunrise.
Wilder, L. I. (1935). Little house on the prairie.
New York: Harper.

16

Expressive Activity
1. Write a diary pretending as a pioneer to be making
the journey west to Iowa. Be sure to record the route
and your feelings as you travel and any hardships you
encounter.
2. Play Oregon Trail on the CD Rom and keep track of
your total points (for a contest winner). Interactive
Multi-Media. Macintosh/Windows. Version 1.2.
Minneapolis: MECC. Also read this book on children's
experiences on the Oregon Trail.
Van Leeuwen, J. (1994). Bound for Oregon. Illus.
James Watling. New York: Dial.
3. Make a game board depicting the journey west during
the settling of Iowa.
4~ Compare and contrast the life during pioneer times
with the life you live and then make a chart
depicting the sim,ilarities and differences.
D. Food Center
Recipes from early times in Iowa are offered in this
center. Recipe books from the writer's great-grandmother
and others in the community will be provided. Students can
prepare some of these foods as samples for the center.
Other students can then describe and rate the foods. A
rating system will be included.
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E. Quilt Center
Literature Experience
Listen to/read some of the books on quilts.
Information
Bial, R. (1996). With needle and thread. Boston:
Houghton Mifflin.
Cobb, M. (1995). The guilt block history of pioneer
days. Brookfield, CO: Millbrook.
Paul, A. W. (1996). The seasons sewn. Illus. Michael
Mccurdy. San Diego: Browndeer.
Fiction
Coerr, E. (1986). The Josefina story guilt. New York:
Harper &Row.
Johnston, T. (1985). The guilt story. New York:
Putnam.
Jonas, A. (1984). The guilt. New York: Greenwillow.
Hopkinson, D. (1993). Sweet Clara and the freedom
guilt. New York: Knopf.
Expressive Activity
Construct a quilt block from paper or material. You may
want to quilt a block made of cloth. Note examples of
quilt patterns used in early times in Iowa in the
center.
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F. Immigration Center
Literature Experience
Listen to/read some of the immigration stories.
Lawson, R. (1957). The great wheel. New York: Viking.
Levitin, S. (1970). Journey to America. New York:
Atheneum.
McDonald, J. (1978). Petra. Ames: Iowa State
University.
Murphy, J. (1993). Across America on an emigrant
train. New York: Clarion.
Sandin, J. (1981). Long way to a new land. New York:
Harper &Row.
Sorenson, V. (1955). Plain girl. New York: Harcourt.
Expressive Activity
1. Search for the origins of your ancestors and see how
far back you can go. See the example in the center.
2. Interview an elderly relative(s) to gather family
stories of the past.
3. Make a memory box for an elderly relative or friend.
In the box, place special memories or symbols of
significant events in that person's life.
G. Slavery and the Underground Railroad Center
Literature Experience
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Listen to/read some of the books on slavery and the
underground railroad.
Armstrong, J. (1992); Steal away. New York:
Scholastic~
Beatty, P. (1992). Who comes with cannons? New York:
Morrow.
Davidson, M. (1970). Frederick Douglas fights for
freedom. New York: Winds.
Greenfield, E. (1978). Honey I love, and other love
poems. Illus. Diane and Leo Dillon. New York:
Crowell.
Guccione, L. D. (1995). Come morning. Minneapolis:
Carolrhoda.
Hamilton, V. (1985). The people could fly. New York:
Knopf.
Hermes, P. (1995). On winter's wind. Boston: Little.
Hopkinson, D. (1993). Sweet Clara and the freedom
guilt. New York: Knopf.
Lasky, K. (1996). True North. New York: Scholastic.
McKissack, P. &McKissack, F. (1994). Christmas in
the big house, Christmas in the guarters. Illus.
John Thompson. New York: Scholastic.
Monjo, F. N. (1970). The drinking gourd. New York:
Harper &Row.
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Polacco, P. (1994). Pink and Say. New York: Philomel.
Ringgold, F. (1993). Aunt Harriet's underground
railroad in the sky. New York: Crown.
Ruby, L. (1994). Steal away home. New York:
Macmillan.
Schroeder, A. (1996). Minty: A story of young Harriet
Tubman. Illus. Jerry Pinkney. New York: Dial.
Sterling, D. (1954). Freedom train: The story of
Harriet Tubman. Garden City, New York: Doubleday.
Wisler, G. C. (1996). Caleb's choice. New York:
Lodestar.
Expressive Activity
1. Pretend you are a slave on the underground railroad.
Make a diary of the experience during your escape to
freedom.
2. Draw a map of your escape route, detailing specific
safe houses along the way. Include times and dates
you expect to be in that location.
3. Research the Underground Railroad Routes in Iowa.
G. Famous Inventors Center
Literature Experience
Listen to/read one of the books on famous inventors who
have a connection to Iowa.
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Carpenter, A. (1979). The new enchantment of
America: Iowa. Chicago: Childrens.
Page 48 - Factories in. Iowa.
Page 64 - Men of science.
Chapman, M. (1984). Iowans of impact. Waterloo:
Enterprise.
Page 15 - Norman Borlaug, Nobel scientist,
researched crops to be grown in
the third world countries.
Page 25 - Roy Carver invented tire retreading
and gave millions of dollars to
schools.
Page 123 - James Van Allen, famous astronomer,
conducted many research studies
whose results are well known.
Mills, G. (1972). Rogues and heroes from Iowa's
amazing past. Illus. Frank Miller. Ames: Iowa
State University.
Page 10 - John L. Harvey patented the paper
clip.
Page 18 - Frederick Maytag developed a washing
machine.
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Schwieder, 0., Morain, T.,

&

Nielsen, L. (1991).

Iowa past to present: the people and the
prairie. Ames: Iowa State University.
Page 234 - John Vincent Atanasoff, father of
· ·the·computer, conducted early
computer studies.
Page 245 - John Deere invented the first steel
plow.
Page 245 - Frederick Maytag invented the
washing machine.
Page 251 - Arthur Collins founded Collins Radio.
Expressive Activity
1. Do further research on one of the inventors. Make
a foldout brochure selling the invention to the
public.
2. Write an informational piece to accompany a map
showing where this person in Iowa lived.
Conclusions
The literature base for my social studies unit on Iowa
History, for grade six, has been greatly enriched through this
instructional development project. The print rich qua 1ity of my
classroom will be enhanced. Much more content will be available
as well as many more models of language. Many opportunities to
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integrate the language arts into the social studies have been
discovered.
The opportunities for student learning have been extended.
The teacher-directed activities will be enriched and more
interesting because I know more about Iowa History as a result of
my library search. As I reviewed volumes for the unit, many
related expressive activities emerged. Some of these
literature-based activities have been developed into learning
centers, thus students will have more options for learning
experiences.
I eagerly look forward to teaching this integrated unit
during the next school year. I anticipate as the sixth graders
engage in the l~nguage processes within the literature base
representing several genres and in the many options for
expressive activity, they will generate much enthusiasm for
learning.
I also look forward to sharing the extended literature base
and related activities with the other sixth grade teachers. Since
they are also interested in literature and understand the
potential of the different genres to enrich the curriculum, I
hope we will band together to integrate the language arts into
the other social studies units.
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